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Pentecost
The Spirit was poured out on the apostles for a specific reason. Jesus told them they were to be His witnesses in Jerusalem, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. They had no power of their own to carry that out. To send them without equipping them would have been like sending troops to Afghanistan without giving them training, body armor, and weapons. So Jesus told them to wait in Jerusalem for the Spirit to come and give them His power, and to fill them to overflowing with all they needed.  

The Spirit gave them a clear understanding of Jesus’ work as the Savior of the world. The Spirit filled them with a courage which must have surprised even themselves. With the Spirit’s power Peter, who had quivered and caved-in at the words of a slave girl, boldly stood up before the huge crowd on Pentecost and answered the hecklers who accused the disciples of being drunk. He told the people they were guilty of crucifying God’s own Son, and when they asked what could be done, he didn’t hesitate. He responded: “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38 NIV). The Spirit gave them the endurance to fight the good fight of faith to the very end.  Paul wrote, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” Philippians 4:13). They preached Christ crucified until the Lord called them home to Himself.

It was not only for the apostles. The Spirit fills us with His power for the same purpose. We are included among those of whom Joel spoke: “Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions, your old men shall dream dreams” (Joel 2:28). Dreams and visions were means by which God revealed Himself to people, so that they could then take the message to others. The Spirit reveals God to us in the written Word so that all of us, young and old, can proclaim the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light (cf. 1 Peter 2:9).


So why are we so sluggish in getting out and doing it? The golden opportunity comes to bring the Word to a sick friend or a new neighbor, and our motivation is stuck on “E.” The Deacons ask for input on outreach ideas and propose ways we can work together as a congregation in mission work, and we find ourselves sputtering and running out of gas. The problem is not the Spirit. He is still just as powerful and active as ever.

The energy we need is not going to be found in us, but in the overflowing supply of the Spirit.  But if we cut ourselves off from the means the Spirit uses then we will miss out.  We need to ask ourselves, “Have I been too busy or too tired lately to read Scripture and pray for the Spirit’s power? Have I missed opportunities to receive the Word and Sacrament in church? Could I benefit from the informal dialogue and study of the Word in Bible class?  

Then immerse yourself in the Word. Soak it up like a dry sponge absorbs water, until it saturates every part of you. Let it satisfy the thirst of your soul. Let it recharge your spiritual batteries. We need that because temptations and the daily stress of life can wear us down. By Saturday aren’t you in need of spiritual strengthening and looking forward to a big dose of the Word on Sunday?  Don’t you notice the difference afterward in a more positive outlook, a deep-down joy and peace rooted in forgiveness, and in greater patience and love toward others? I pray that is always the case!

Filled up, saturated, and recharged by the Spirit, we are equipped with all we need to reach out to others with the saving Word. It might be at school or on the ball field, at work or in the backyard. Whether we are young or old in years, new or mature in faith, individuals, a congregation, or a church body, we are to be Jesus’ witnesses. We don’t have to worry about the results. The Spirit will take care of that: “My word…will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it” (Isaiah 55:11 NIV).

It is an overwhelming assignment to take the Word to the world, especially in light of how empty and helpless we are by nature. The Lord knows that. That is why He has graciously given us the Spirit and His overflowing power and blessing. May we daily find new strength, joy, and purpose in Him.  Amen. 
Shine in our hearts, O most precious Light,
That we Jesus Christ may know aright,

Clinging to our Savior, whose blood hath bought us,

Who again to our homeland hath bro’t us. Lord, have mercy!

(TLH 231:2) 
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