The Whole Counsel of God's Word


As the aircraft in which you are seated skids to a halt on the runway, smoke and flames begin to fill the cabin. There is panic all around you and within you as terrified passengers scratch and claw their way toward the exits. There is one obvious and glaring problem—no one, including you, can figure out how to open the emergency doors. The panic rises until the captain's calm voice comes over the intercom explaining to everyone who is at an exit just how to operate the doors. The procedure is not that complicated, but there are several steps. He talks you through them. Now, ask yourself, which of these steps would you skip? Which of his words would you ignore? If he told you to lift up on a certain handle, would you push down? If he told you to push outward on the door, would you pull inward? Wouldn’t you instead treat every single word as pure gold and follow his instructions to the letter? And why would you follow them so meticulously? Because you want to live!


We tend to pay attention when our physical wellbeing is at stake. This is why it is all the more puzzling when mankind plays fast and loose with the Word and will of God. We listen with rapt attention whenever someone tells us how to escape pain, make money, get ahead, and so on. When God speaks, however, man has trouble staying awake. When mankind does hear the Word, he immediately becomes the judge as to what he will and will not accept as true and valuable, what he will and will not believe and follow.


True courage takes many different shapes and forms, many of which are not widely recognized or acknowledged in our society. When citizens of our country think of courage, they think of such things as braving enemy gunfire or rushing into a burning building to save another human being. There is another kind of bravery that, though really much more relevant to our lives today, is almost never acknowledged by the world around us. It is the courage not so much of body, but of soul. It is courage needed, not so much because of physical harm, but of emotional and mental anguish. It is the courage to walk and talk in the ways of our God without sidestepping the difficult situations as they confront us. It is the courage to live and speak all the counsel of God’s Word in an increasingly godless society—a world that despises so much of God’s Word.


The prophet, Jeremiah, actually exhibited both kinds of courage. Jeremiah was sent by God to bring bad news to the Children of Israel. There is little doubt that he, like us, would much rather have softened the blows he was told to lay upon the rebellious nation of Judah. Not many human beings enjoy confrontation or relish the thought of speaking unpopular truths—especially when faced with the real possibility of physical retribution. Rare is the man who enjoys speaking words that make others hate and despise him unjustly. Jeremiah was probably no different. He also knew full well that prophets who spoke against Jerusalem and her inhabitants had a rather short life expectancy. We read that after Jeremiah finished speaking, a mob of priests, prophets, and laymen flew into a rage and surrounded Jeremiah in the temple, demanding his death (cf. Jeremiah 26). 


The courage Jeremiah showed was truly a gift from God. In fact it may well have been the physical danger that served to demonstrate to Jeremiah the importance of his spiritual message, together with the importance of the precision of that message. The life and death physical danger very likely gave credence in his mind to the life and death spiritual danger that made his message so important, so critical. It made the necessity of bringing God's Word to the hearts of man much more real.


Since we face no such physical danger today, it is easy to dismiss the necessity of bringing the whole counsel of God’s Word to bear in our lives and in the lives of our neighbor. Certainly history bears this out, for the Christian Church has never done well during the good times. The Church has, conversely, flourished in times of greatest persecution. A wise old seminary professor was well known among his students for his maxim: “The greatest danger to the Church is prosperity.” Hear these words with your heart as well as with your ears and mind, for we indeed live in times of great prosperity.


God gave Jeremiah the words that ought also to ring in our ears and hearts: “Thus says the Lord: ‘Stand in the court of the Lord's house, and speak to all the cities of Judah, which come to worship in the Lord's house, all the words that I command you to speak to them. Do not diminish a word.’”(Jeremiah 26:2). There was both love and justice in this command to Jeremiah. God told Jeremiah not to diminish a word because the power to turn and save was carried by that Word of God. When mankind tries to improve the Word of God by tinkering with it, he diminishes it; he makes it something less than it was before. God knows full well the most effective means to save souls. He knows that His words alone are pure, true, and powerful. His words alone are able to turn a man from death to life. That is the love we see in God’s command to "not diminish a word." That means don’t add anything. It means don’t leave anything out. He is giving us the absolute best tool to call his children back from unbelief and eternal death. His words of love bear this out: "Perhaps everyone will listen and turn from his evil way, that I may relent concerning the calamity which I purpose to bring on them because of the evil of their doings." (Jeremiah 26:3). That is what God wanted for the Children of Israel. That is what God wants for all mankind—then and now. God wants all men to turn and be saved. God, therefore, demonstrates his deep love for mankind when he says: “Bring them my words, all of my words, and nothing but my words.”


Be lion-hearted, Christian messengers. Bring that powerful, effective Word to bear on your own heart, and upon the hearts of your family, friends, and neighbors. Do not dilute God’s Word. Serve it as God prepared it. Bring absolutely the full counsel of God’s Word. Know that great courage is required, for against this pure, uncut Word the Devil and the sinful world will always rage. Great courage, however, is offered by our God, free for the asking. God grant that each of us might so bring to bear the full counsel of God’s Word, to the eternal good of dying souls. Amen.
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