LIFE’S TWO-WEEK NOTICE

They were sad to see him go, but not at first. Ken had never been popular in the office, but this past week they had seen a rather profound change come over him. Ever since he had turned in his two-week notice, he had been something of a changed man. The little things that used to bother him no longer seemed to matter. He remembered, for example, how he had once flown off the handle when someone had spilled coffee on his office chair. Now it was an insignificant and distant memory—the chair meant nothing. He had repeatedly dressed down anyone who parked in "his spot," yet for the last week or so he couldn't care less who parked where.

But just as there were many things about which Ken no longer concerned himself, there were other things that suddenly took on a sense of urgency for him. He could no longer afford to put off those things he had always meant to do. In the past there had always been plenty of time, and the time had somehow never been right. Now he had no choice but to take the initiative. Since he no longer cared about office politics, he said what he really believed, as dictated by his conscience, and his only regret at the end of the first week was that he had waited twenty years to do the right thing.

Though this story is mostly fiction, this is the sort of thing that goes on day in and day out all around us. We squander so much time because we convince ourselves that we have all the time in the world. We don't treat others the way we should treat them because we are absorbed in our own needs and desires. And it's not just the workplace we are talking about here. It is life itself. That's why it can prove so valuable to reevaluate your life from time to time. Accomplishing this is relatively simple. Project yourself forward to the end of your life and ask yourself, from that perspective, how you wish you would have spent your life. Do you imagine that at the end of your life you would wish you had spent more time watching TV? Do you suppose you will regret not worrying more, sinning more, fighting more, complaining more? Will you wish you had allowed more little things to bother you, witnessed less, earned more money?

The key is to focus on Jesus, and to live your life here on this earth as though you have just turned in your two-week's notice. Only then will you be able to walk your Christian walk as though that walk will soon be over—employing in your thoughts and attitude a very real sense of urgency. 

What a joy and privilege to greet each morning with the certain knowledge that the battle for our eternal future has been waged and won by Jesus Christ. Like watching a taped sporting event when you already know the outcome, the bumps and ruts of life are so much easier to take when we have God's holy promise that the final outcome has been decided. Since the debt of every single one of our countless sins has been erased, there is nothing left to condemn us. Jesus is responsible for this, of course. On the cross of Calvary He won the epic struggle for our eternal future. Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Once a worker has turned in a two-week's notice, his attitude changes. If he is a man of honor and character, he will, of course, still carry out his duties to the best of his abilities, but the job will no longer be his primary focus or all-consuming passion. He will be looking forward to what comes next. 

Christ is our life in every conceivable way. It is only through faith in Jesus Christ that anyone can be saved–rescued from an eternity in Hell. Who or what could ever be more important than the One who has secured our eternal salvation? 

Because of Jesus Christ we can now live life as though we have already given our notice and are focused now on what comes next. Living life as though it is our two-week notice is light-years beyond the world's comprehension. They just flat won't get it. You and I, however, know “The form of this world is passing away" (1 Corinthians 7:31). That which seems so important now will suddenly have no value whatsoever. With the arrival of hurricane Katrina this past week, we have been reminded again just how quickly life can be ended and material wealth rendered worthless. Christians can and should use such events to refocus and realign both our lives and our attitudes. Even so we pray: 

Lord Jesus, help us to walk through this life as pilgrims, renters, ambassadors of the Most High God–focused always upon You, and upon the salvation that comes only by grace through faith in You alone as our Lord and Savior. Help us to recognize, moment by moment, how short and how precious is the time of grace You have given to us, and enable us to use the time that we have been given in accord with Your will. Amen.

—Pastor Michael J. Roehl

Excerpt from Ministry by Mail—September 4, 2005
www.lutheransermons.org












1

