BE SURE! 

(of peace)

How can we be sure of peace in Jesus when just as things seem to be finally falling into place in our lives, something happens to upset our plans?  There are changes at work or some major unexpected expense or some other stressful situation.  How can we be sure of peace when there is so much violence in the streets, and when there is no guarantee that Social Security will be around when we retire?  Above all, how can we be sure of peace when we compare our lives with God's will for us and see such a huge discrepancy between what our lives ought to be and what they really are?

That is where the disciples were at too when they gathered together behind locked doors on the first Easter evening. Their lives had been turned upside down by the events of Good Friday.  For all they knew, the door would be broken down at any moment, the police would lead them away in chains, and they would be nailed to their own crosses for being followers of Jesus.  Then there was the guilt they felt for abandoning Jesus when He was arrested.  If He truly were alive, how could they ever face Him?  Would He want anything to do with them?

Jesus makes us sure. Suddenly there He was among them in the room saying, “Peace be with you!”(John 20:19). It was the usual greeting of the day, much like saying, “Hello, how are you?”  But when Jesus speaks it, it is more than a nice wish.  It is so comforting, because Jesus has the power to grant what the words say.  During a furious storm on the Sea of Galilee, Jesus called out, “Quiet, be still!” and the water became glassy smooth.  In the same way, the night before He died, He calmed the stormy hearts of the disciples by telling them: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid” (John 14:27 NIV).

“Be sure!” Jesus was telling the disciples.  “Look at the proof.  Look at My hands and side.” The marks of the nails in His hands and the spear gash in His side are the evidence of our peace, for by His death Jesus earned the peace which nothing can alter, the peace between sinners and God.  All the guilt that loads down our consciences and all the failings God's Law points out in our lives have all been taken care of.  Jesus paid the price for us.  “He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.  Therefore, since we have been justified through faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 4:25-5:1 NIV).  If all is well between us and God, we can be certain of peace in every other area of our lives, because we know then that all things must work together for good to those who love Him.  That is the peace of God which transcends all human experience and understanding.

Be sure! When everything seems uncertain, look to the risen and living Lord.  When you're faced with stress on the job, you can still be sure of peace, for Jesus lives.  When there are family problems, be sure of peace, for Jesus lives.  When guilt over past and present sins fills your heart with anxiety, you can still be sure of peace, for Jesus died and paid for all sin and now He lives.  Peace be with you!  It's more than a wish, it is an accomplished fact, a precious gift from our Lord and Savior.
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BE SURE! 

(of your purpose)

“But where do we go from here?” The disciples must have asked that of each other as they sat together after Jesus appeared to them alive on Easter evening.  What were they supposed to do now?  What was to give purpose to their lives now that Jesus was not visibly present with them everyday?  Or, for that matter, what about us?  Does the Lord have more in mind for us than just learning, growing up, working, and making our way through life as best we can?  Is there a bigger cause?

Jesus says, “Yes, be sure of it!”  He told the disciples, “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you” (John 20:21). Jesus came with divine authority to announce God's love and saving plan to the world. He sent the disciples out to do the same.  Their mission in life was to go out and make disciples of all nations by preaching the Gospel’s good news of complete forgiveness in Christ.

But it was not just the eleven disciples who were sent.  Every follower of Jesus is given the authority to evangelize or tell about the Savior to others.  It is a special privilege. What could be better than to share with the people around you the news which offers real hope and eternal life? Does just the thought of knocking on someone's door or bringing up the subject in a conversation make your heart pound and your palms sweat? We feel our inadequacy. Who are we? We don't know what to say or the right way to say it.  Our understanding isn't clear enough.  We feel like Moses when he told God, “I can't go, send someone else” (cf. Exodus 4).

The Lord knows all about our weaknesses, so before He sends us out He equips us with everything we need to be sure of our mission.  He breathed the Holy Spirit into the hearts of the disciples. The Spirit would give them the understanding and courage they needed (cf. John 20:22).

Unsure of how to witness to a friend about Jesus?  What can we do when our tongue can't seem to untangle itself and express the love of God which is in our heart?  Find assurance in the Lord's promise of the Spirit. Through regular reading and study of the Word, let the Spirit instruct and encourage you in the work of sharing the Gospel.  With the Spirit's help be ready to warn an unrepentant person that a sinful lifestyle is not a harmless, personal choice, but something which puts the individual outside of God's kingdom and means the loss of the forgiveness and life which Jesus earned on the cross.  Also then, be just as quick to comfort a friend or anyone else who is troubled by guilt by assuring that person that his sins have been forgiven for Jesus' sake and that God does not hold them against him.

Do you ever wonder why God leaves you here?  Is there a definite reason?  Absolutely!  Be sure of it!  Jesus tells each of us, “I am sending you.” Look and see where and how. Is He encouraging you to begin preparing for the fulltime preaching or teaching ministry?  Don't rule it out because it looks too hard or because the salary is low or because no one in your family has ever served in that way.  Trust the Spirit to provide what you need.  There is no more rewarding career choice.  Is the Lord giving you opportunities to have a heart-to-heart talk about Him with a family member or friend? Is He giving you time to pray? An elderly woman once wrote a foreign missionary, “I just wanted you to know that I will be praying for you everyday at 8:30 a.m. EST.”  The missionary later told how often he thought of that woman and her prayers at that time of day, and how much good he was sure was accomplished through her praying.  We can be sure of it too, for God says that the prayer of a believer is “powerful and effective” (cf. James 5:16).  We have a purpose for being here.  We can be sure of it, because Jesus lives and He sends us out.
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BE SURE! 

(in your faith)

“He is risen!” the others told Thomas over and over, yet he refused to believe.  “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it”(John 20:25). People today say, “I know what the Bible says about Jesus and eternal life, and if I could be sure of it, I would be first in line to become a Christian. But there are so many other religions, how can you ever be sure?”  We, as well, may have doubts at times: Is God really there?  Does He love me, and if so, why is life so hard sometimes?

Thomas' problem was that he looked to his own reason, sight, and feelings for assurance.  If we do that, we will never be sure of anything, because those things are not always reliable. We can't be sure of our reason, because things are not always the way they seem.  If we look at how the sun rises, moves across the sky, and then sets in the west, it would make sense to conclude that the earth stands still and the sun moves around it.  Yet scientists tell us that in reality the earth moves around the sun.  In spiritual matters too, our reason and senses cannot always be trusted.

Sometimes people decide their religious beliefs on “feelings.”  Does a certain teaching or church “feel” right?  Do I feel “close to God”?  But how dependable are feelings?  Have you ever felt sure of what direction you were driving, only to realize 50 miles later that you were heading the wrong way?

Thomas wanted a sure thing, but he was looking for it in the wrong place.  To be sure, look to Jesus. A week after Easter Jesus appeared again and told Thomas: “Stop doubting and believe!”(John 20:27). Do you want to be sure of what is true?  Look to Jesus in faith.  He says, “Search the Scriptures.  They testify about me” (John 5:39).  “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see” (Hebrews 11:1 NIV).  “Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17 NIV).

By faith Abraham was sure.  When God told him to sacrifice his son, there was no way he could rationally understand what God had in mind.  How could the Savior come from his family if he were to kill his only son?  But by faith he was sure of what he was to do and confident that God could raise Isaac from the dead to keep His promises.

That kind of faith comes from the clear testimony of the Word, not by our own senses, feelings, or experiences.  We can be sure of what the Word tells us about Jesus, because it is the revelation of God Himself, not the impressions of fallible human beings.  “All Scripture is God-breathed” (2 Timothy 3:16 NIV).  It is true!
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