CHEER FOR OUR HERO (II)


When your favorite team wins, you shout it out.  For weeks afterwards, you talk about the perfect, last-second pass and the come-from-behind victory against all odds.  And that's just a game. We truly have something to really shout about in Jesus' victory on the cross, because it brings us into His eternal kingdom.  We are citizens of two kingdoms.  As citizens of the United States we have rights, privileges, and security.  However, as citizens of Jesus' kingdom, we have even greater spiritual blessings.


First of all, Christ's kingdom is not restricted to a specific territory on earth.  Jesus assured Pilate that He was no threat to the Roman Empire. He told the Pharisees: “The kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 17:20-21 NIV).  The kingdom is the Lord ruling in our hearts by faith.


The great benefit of that kingdom is peace.  There is no need for an army or weapons. There will always be wars and rumors of wars as long as the earth stands, but there is always perfect peace in God's kingdom, because the decisive battle has already been fought and won once and for all.  Sin is paid for, the devil is defeated, and there is peace between sinners and God.  God promises, “Never again will an oppressor overrun my people, for now I am keeping watch!” (Zechariah 9:8 NIV).


That is something to shout about!  No matter what is going on around us, we have peace through Christ. No matter how dangerous or uncertain the situation, we have peace with God and from that, the peace of knowing that the Lord will be us wherever we are to protect us with His holy angels, and to ensure that all things serve for our eternal well-being.


When sickness, money concerns, or other worries make you feel anything but peaceful, remember you still have that peace of God which passes all understanding. It doesn't depend on our feelings.  It is an objective, unchanging fact through Jesus' life-saving death. No matter how hectic things become, you can be sure that all is well between you and God.  He is not angry with you, because all His anger against your sin was taken out on Jesus.  You can confess your sins, receive His free and full forgiveness, and count on His help in every trial.  “Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea” (Psalm 46:2 NIV).


Christ's kingdom is something to shout about, but how often do we actually do it?  We are good at shouting the praises of our favorite sports team, but what about telling the news of our Savior King? The Lord urges, “Go and make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:20). At the beginning of many Palm Sunday services worshipers walk into the sanctuary carrying palms and singing the Lord's praises.  May we keep on walking and praising!


May we walk over to the unchurched neighbor's house and speak of our loving King.  May we walk over to the person troubled by guilt or groping for some kind of hope and direction, and share the peace through Christ.  May we walk into the lives of others, and be ready to forgive as freely as the Lord has forgiven us.  May we, through our mission offerings, shout the praises of the King even in places we cannot personally set foot.  May we walk through every day of our lives with hosannas in our hearts and praises on our lips.  Cheer for our Hero, for He is the King of kings who has won the victory and given it to us!  Amen.

Now He who bore for mortals' sake

The cross and all its pains,

And chose a servant's form to take,

The King of glory reigns.

Hosanna to the Savior's name

Till heaven's rafters ring,

And all the ransomed host proclaim:

“Behold, behold your King!”

(Worship Supplement 2000 - 725:4)   
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