Who Can Condemn Us

If God Does Not?

Endings are much, much more important than beginnings. Beginnings are just that—beginnings. Beginnings don’t usually accomplish very much. An army that begins a campaign with stunning victories has made a good beginning. If that same army goes on to lose all the rest of its engagements, the result would be a crushing defeat. We can see this very plainly in the current conflict in Iraq. Our objectives are not achieved until they are achieved. Our soldiers are not safely home until they are safely home. Apply these same simple truths to faith and salvation. How many souls will spend an eternity in Hell after having been given a great beginning at the font in Holy Baptism? How many confirmands in the Lutheran Church make an excellent beginning of their communicant membership in a congregation, only to fall away and fail to make also the good ending?


Each one of you has made a good beginning in the Christian faith, that is, you have been converted or brought to faith by the Holy Spirit. How will you now go about ensuring also a good ending to this good beginning? To this we add another question that is as enlightening as it is frightening. When in your entire life have you ever been perfectly consistent in anything?


Have you ever dieted faithfully, never cheating? Have you kept up with that exercise program you told yourself you were going to start and never quit? Do you slip up and stop reading your Bible for a time? Do you read it at all? Do you spend your hour, half-hour, even five minutes in prayer each day—or do you forget? Are you always patient with your friends and family like you promised yourself you would be? Is there even one thing in your life that you can point to and say: "This I have always done consistently with perfection"? What then makes us think that we can consistently hold out against the relentless attacks of the Devil, the world, and our own evil desires? What makes us think that we can see this good beginning along until it one day is fulfilled with a good ending?


How unsettling to hear from so many Christian sources that it is up to me to keep myself in the faith. Every possible outcome of this salvation strategy is disastrous. If you, on your own, try to shoulder the burden of keeping yourself in the faith, you will fail. Satan is far too clever and far too powerful for any man—except One. The only other possible result of such a spiritually self-sufficient attitude is that being kept in the faith by God the Holy Spirit we only imagine that we are responsible. In such a case faith is quickly replaced by pride as we take credit for at least a part of our own salvation. The end, again, is disaster.  This is foolishness on the order of the ridiculous rooster who believes that his crowing causes the sun to rise each morning.


It is eternal life and death we are talking about and yet how casual we are about it all. These matters are anything but trivial, and yet how many of us consider it unlikely—even impossible—that we will fall from faith and be lost eternally? 


Time after time the Apostle Paul talks about those who have made shipwreck of their faith. These were Christians who were born during or shortly after Christ Himself walked this earth. These were Christians who had heard the Apostles themselves. They had no doubt seen miracles that were quite amazing, heard sermons that converted dozens, hundreds, or even thousands, some had even spoken the words of truth themselves (Such as Hymenaeus and Alexander mentioned in 1 Timothy 1:20). They had enjoyed so many special advantages and still they threw it all away.


So then we ask ourselves: What about me? Is there any evil of which I am not capable? As long as I live on this earth I will always have this Old Adam with me. What guarantee do I have that this Old Adam will not win out in the on-going battle with the New Man in me?" 


We can thank God for His Word recorded in Romans 8:31-39! These words are God’s answer—God’s solution to our infidelity problem. God assures our troubled Christian hearts and minds of two facts that offer us tremendous comfort and assurance that we are indeed heirs of eternal life. God assures us first that "No one can condemn us," and, secondly, that "Nothing can now separate us from the love our God has for us in his Son."  Note that these words do not point inwardly, but outwardly (to Christ) for our comfort. We are to look to ourselves just long enough to see how sinful and naturally unlovable we really are, and then we are to look to Christ and marvel at his love for me—the unlovable sinner—and at His unwavering, unchanging fidelity.


In a human court of law a man cannot be charged with a crime and condemned unless someone accuses him. The accuser is the party who has been wronged, or whose laws have been violated. There can be only one accuser in spiritual matters. God’s laws are violated when we sin. God alone, therefore, can be our accuser in spiritual matters.


This is exactly what is behind Paul’s statement: "If God is for us, who can be against us?" [v. 31] Paul is not saying that we have no enemies. We’ve all have a world full of enemies. He is talking about endings, not beginnings. In the end, one thing alone matters for the child of God: Saving faith in our hearts on Judgment Day. It is with this in mind that Paul asks the rhetorical question: "If God is for us, who can be against us?" In other words, if God does not condemn us, who else can? God is the only possible accuser. The laws we broke were His laws. We are answerable only to Him. If He does not condemn us, no one else can condemn us; and God has made it clear in His Word that no one with faith in Jesus Christ will ever be condemned for every such human being is perfect and sinless in His eyes.


Paul continues to make this truth even more clear: "Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us." [v.33-34] God the Father has justified the entire world, that is, He has declared the whole world “Not guilty!” God the Father will not accuse us on Judgment Day when faith is present in our hearts. In God’s judicial opinion faith in Jesus Christ is an acceptable substitute for a perfect life. Paul goes on to say that it is nonsense to imagine that Jesus will condemn us on Judgment Day. Jesus is the one who died to make the sacrifice which God the Father now accepts as payment in full for all sins. What is more, Jesus now sits at the Father’s side and pleads our case for us. He is our Advocate. Our own Advocate will never seek to condemn us.


Having assured us that there is no one left to condemn us, Paul gives some desperately needed assurance that He will never withdraw His love for us. Paul begins again with a question: "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?" [v. 35] This is not saying that the love we have for Jesus will be able to weather all assaults. It is the love that Jesus has for us that will never fail. What a proud and arrogant statement it would be if Paul were bragging about how he would always love Jesus, rather than the confidence that Jesus would always love him. 


These words offer great comfort to every child of God.  They give God’s promise that Jesus continues to love us no matter what He allows to come into our lives. It is because He does love us that He allows even difficult things to happen to us. Note well that our text directs our thoughts always to what God has done or said or promised. "If God is for us, who can be against us?" Who, on Judgment Day, will bring any charges against us? Certainly not God the Father, for "it is God who justifies." Who will condemn us on Judgment Day? Certainly not Jesus Christ for He is even now at the Father's right hand "and is also interceding for us." Having done everything to win our salvation, what now could possibly take away the love the Savior has for us? Nothing at all in heaven or on earth! "For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."  [vv.38-39]


The only One who could accuse us, the only One who could condemn us, is on our side! Let this great truth provide us great comfort in these troubled times! Amen.

—Pastor Michael J. Roehl
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