JESUS DESERVES OUR BEST

Choose a number between 1 and 10 to indicate your spiritual strength at this point in your life. How would you rank your spirituality at this particular moment? Answer honestly. Maybe due to some special circumstances or trials you feel you are very strong right now. Or maybe temptations have overtaken you and you are feeling rather weak. Usually what we find is that the 1 to 10 scale isn't the problem, it's the league in which we've decided to play. A baseball player, for example, can be the best little leaguer a city or state has ever seen, but as a college or professional player he might not even make the grade. 

Christians tend to sign up only for the spiritual little leagues, and then we pay attention to spiritual matters only when we feel that we are falling below average in our chosen league. What Christians almost never seem to consider is moving up to the big leagues. We become comfortable with our mediocrity. Today, let’s take a look at the spiritual big leagues. 

"Christian" is supposed to mean that we are all about Jesus Christ and service in His Kingdom. Yet we claim a great and rare victory whenever (if ever) we muster enough courage to mumble a church invitation to a friend or co-worker. We consider it a job well done when we have almost witnessed for the Lord Jesus by inviting someone to our church. I say "almost witnessed" because inviting is really not telling about Jesus. Each will have to answer for himself as to how often he has witnessed for the Lord in the past week, month, even year. We would all do well to put this question to ourselves: "Have I ever bared my soul and my true convictions in a face to face encounter with an unbeliever? Ever?" So also we ask each other, "How are we doing in our Great Commission to make disciples of all nations?"

It is all more than a little bit embarrassing, this lack of outgoing love on our part. What, exactly, does it mean? Does it mean that we should not consider ourselves Christians? Does the fact that we are very poor witnesses mean that we are not God's children? The Devil would love to create such doubts in the hearts of those he seeks to destroy. We are reminded once again that we are saved by grace and not by works. 

We can indeed be saved despite the fact that we have not witnessed to any other human being (for we are saved by faith alone in Jesus Christ), but no one else has ever or will ever be saved through our silence! So we come to wonder if we are fooling ourselves? Are we stuck in the spiritual little leagues and kidding ourselves that we are doing big league work for the Lord? Are we a cold, prideful, timid little group that looks only inward, and seldom, if ever, outward?

You and I are reluctant to witness when we have the slightest indication that the other party might be the least bit unreceptive. Jeremiah, the prophet, went boldly before those he knew would not only be unreceptive, but who would be furious at what he had to say (cf. Jeremiah 26:8-15). Jeremiah knew full well that he would not only be ridiculed and hated for his message, but that there was a good chance he would die for it. 

This was indeed the big leagues. Jeremiah was called to witness in Judah during a time when speaking for the Lord would certainly bring persecution and suffering and perhaps death. Yet is there any reason why we cannot move up to Jeremiah's league? Take a look at Jeremiah and you will find nothing that God has not also given to each of us.

First of all, what was his message? Jeremiah had no message of his own. He was called to speak God's words. That is the first lesson we need to keep straight in our minds. The Lord had spoken to Jeremiah: "… whatever I command you, you shall speak. Do not be afraid of their faces, For I am with you to deliver you,' says the Lord . Then the Lord put forth His hand and touched my mouth, and the Lord said to me: 'Behold, I have put My words in your mouth.'" (Jeremiah 1:7b-9) We have that same Word of God.

Nor did Jeremiah think of himself as especially gifted. His initial reply when God told him what He had in mind for him was that "he was just a child." Jeremiah was not able to be a bold witness for his Lord because of some special physical attribute. God enabled Jeremiah. Ah, but wasn't Jeremiah called to his special task?  Yes, and so were we. Jesus was speaking to every Christian when he said in Matthew 28, "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations…" 

Each one of us is well equipped to move up to Jeremiah's league. Why don't we? There can be only one conclusion: We don't really want to move up. We ought to hang our heads in shame, but it is true. That Old Adam in us doesn't really want to "move up" in our service and dedication to our Lord. We are more than content to allow someone else to do the heavy lifting—to render the extraordinary service—someone else who enjoys that sort of thing. Is there anyone on earth who would enjoy such a thing?  Is there really anyone at all who enjoys confrontation, or the thought of alienating someone with what they will certainly initially regard as an unpleasant message? Is there anyone who enjoys the thought of bringing words of condemnation (the Law) to bear on another human being?

Each one of us ought to ask ourselves this powerfully sobering question: How big would the Christian Church be today if every Christian down through history lived and witnessed just like I do? If you and I have never spoken the Gospel to another human being, the answer is obvious. There would be no Christian Church. Think about that for a moment. If others had not brought the Gospel message to you, you would not go to heaven for faith comes by hearing the message of the Gospel (cf. Romans 10:17). 

How can we be transformed from timid, frightened little leaguers to bold, fearless, Christian missionaries? Look first to the cross. Everything good comes from God the Holy Spirit who has filled our hearts with the joy of the Gospel. Revel daily in the good news that every single human being has been declared not guilty because of Jesus' innocent death and that our calling is to announce this good news. Marvel at the fact that the Holy Spirit has been present also in your heart, making this gift of salvation your own by creating saving faith in your heart. Marvel that the Holy Spirit continues to dwell in your heart. Draw strength and courage from these precious truths for the strength to share your faith can never come from yourself. We are so timid and weak. We are so fearful of rejection and ridicule. We are so worried that we might ruin friendships, make others uncomfortable, look like fools in their eyes. It is the Holy Spirit who keeps us focused on the fact that we are not supposed to take our thoughts, words, or opinions to the world. We are called to take God's words and God's thoughts. We need the Spirit to remind us that we do not want anyone to remain comfortable while he is spiritually dead. Not everyone will hear and accept our message, but some will! God has promised that his Word will "prosper in the thing whereto He sends it" (Isaiah 55:11).

Our contentment with mediocrity only serves to re-emphasize the undeserved love of our great Savior God. Confident of His forgiveness, we now ask the Holy Spirit to fill each of us with the desire and the courage to abandon our mediocrity of service, and to live being truly devoted to God as his Spirit-filled ambassadors. Oh, that God the Holy Spirit might fill each of us so that we boldly speak to the world the Word of God as did Jeremiah. The very best that we can do for those that we love is to share with them that simple pure Word of God—Law and Gospel, and our Lord Jesus absolutely deserves our best! Amen.
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