GRACE IS NOT FAIR

One of the most difficult lessons children must learn is that life isn't always fair. (Many of us are still struggling with this truth as adults.) Children are very big on "fair." One of their favorite phrases is the dreaded, "That's not fair!" Parents cringe at the very mention of it. We want to be fair because of course fair is right. It is right to treat all of your children equally, the same limits and rules applying equally to all—sort of.

Children have a way of unsettling our positions by their youthful simplicity. Sometimes their logic is simply confounding. If, for example, a movie has bad language, sex scenes, and violence, how can it be fair to let a brother or sister watch it just because he or she is older? Isn't it a sin anymore if you are older? The fact that we don't have a good answer for some of these questions ought to make us rethink our position.

Nevertheless there are some things in life that just aren't fair in a child's eyes and never will be. There will always be the bratty neighbor-boy who gets bigger and better presents at Christmas, the stuck-up and self-centered girl in school who always seems to be more popular, and the family that never seems to do anything for anyone else, but always has plenty of money to take a fabulous family vacation.

Have you ever noticed how quick we are to recognize and point out all the ways in which we feel we have been cheated, wronged, or shorted, and yet how dull and slow we are to acknowledge an inequity that happens to be in our favor? You lose your wallet or purse and you find yourself muttering about the sneak who probably found it and helped himself to anything of value. On the other hand if you happen to be the one who finds a wallet or purse, your mind races through the possibilities of just how you might justify keeping what you have found – "finders keepers" and all that. Someone cuts you off in traffic and he's a jerk. You cut someone else off and its, "I'm sorry but I'm in a hurry here."

Although we complain about it bitterly and often, today we are going to speak up in defense of unfairness. The fact is we owe our eternal lives to such inequity. Each morning we ought to awaken with a song of thanksgiving upon our lips that our God has not treated us fairly; that is, he has not treated us as we deserved to be treated.

How often we have heard the expression, "We are saved by grace!" Yet how often do we stop to think just how unfair that really is? If everything in life were fair, we would all be damned eternally. Our salvation is 100% undeserved. God's Word is very clear on this point. "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23). We read in Ezekiel, "The soul who sins shall die" (Ezekiel 18:20) Fair? Death in Hell for every sinner would have been fair—a just reward for the thoughts and actions we chose in rebellion against our Holy God.

God the Father in his infinite love and mercy chose to carry out the greatest inequity the world will ever know.  It is an inequity in our favor! God chose to take His own dear Son and sacrifice Him to pay for the sins of the world. Paul explained this unfairness in this same letter to the Church in Corinth when he wrote: "For He (God) made Him (Jesus) who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him." (2 Corinthians 5:21). Could you imagine anything less fair, less equitable? Our text puts it this way: "For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich." [v.9] God the Father chose the suffering and death of the only sinless man in the history of the world, rather than the suffering and death of sinful, rebellious, undesirable mankind. Next time we are tempted to complain that life is not fair, we would do well to remind ourselves how fortunate we are that it is not!
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