HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW JESUS?


How well do you know Jesus? We would probably say that we know Him very well.  We have known Him from little on.  We can recite the Bible stories from memory.  But how well do we really know Him?  As the disciples discovered, there is always more to learn about Him, and great blessings to be received in doing so.

The general consensus among many is that Jesus was nothing more than a mere man, and that claims of His being the Son of God are just the exaggerations of over-enthusiastic disciples.  When we look at Jesus' life there is certainly no doubt that He was a human being. That is all the further some look.
But there is more! When Jesus led Peter, James, and John up that high mountain, they saw Him in a way they had never seen before. He underwent a complete transformation.  “He was transfigured before them.  His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light.”  [vv.2-3] 


Yes, Jesus is a man and spent His time here on earth in great humility, but take another look and also see His glory as God.  This is the glory He now has in heaven.  In Revelation He is pictured as “dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest.  His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes like blazing fire” (Revelation 1:13-14 NIV).


At times the disciples forgot that Jesus is fully God. In the middle of a raging storm on the Sea of Galilee, they panicked because they forgot that the Son of God was right there with them in the boat.  
We do the same when we spend sleepless nights tossing and turning, wondering how we are ever going to accomplish everything we need to get done tomorrow, or when we worry about illness striking, or fret over how to make ends meet on a limited budget.


When that happens, take a fresh look at Jesus.  Look past His humility and see also His glory, the glory of God which He had with the Father and the Spirit before time began.  Call on Him and count on His all-powerful help.


But why did the God-Man come here?  Many believe that Jesus came to show us how to live a life of love and commitment toward God and our neighbor, and in that way please God and make this world a better place in which to live.  They see His life as nothing more than a moral model for mankind and the cross as an unplanned, premature end. But on the mountain we see much more.  Jesus was the One!  He told the disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, suffer many things, be killed, and then rise again.  He came to do more than set a good example.  He came to take our place and do for us what we could never do for ourselves.
When Jesus faced death on the cross He did not die as the helpless victim of circumstances beyond His control.  He is God, remember.  Rather, He willingly laid down His life as the payment for all sin. 


This Lenten season we will once again see Jesus suffer and die for our sins.  Don't let the opinions of others or your own reason cloud your vision.  Listen to Him.  The essence of His message is not: “Do this, don't do that, and God will be happy with you;” but instead, “I did everything for you, so that now through me you are already perfect in God's eyes.”  

     Listen to Him.  The Lenten season begins this Wednesday, and many congregations (including Immanuel) will be having midweek services.  Maybe you haven't decided whether or not you will attend.  You might have told yourself, “I've heard it dozens of times already.  I know what's coming.  I know what Scripture will be read.  I can predict what hymns will be sung.  There is really nothing to be gained.”


Take another look!  Those same familiar words are just as fresh and relevant as ever, whether you are hearing them for the first or hundredth time.  With them Jesus speaks to your world, to your life, to your present and immediate needs.  He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  Let's listen to Him.

What are your fears?  Whatever they may be, let Jesus take them away.  Are you afraid of a guilty conscience which never gives you any peace?  Jesus takes away fear by giving you His own righteousness and the peace He earned on the cross.  Afraid of all the troubles which come to us on earth?  Jesus takes away fear by solemnly promising that He will make all things work together for your good.  Afraid of dying or of losing a loved one to death?  Take a fresh look at Jesus.  He even has power over death.  He woke the little daughter of Jairus from death.  He called Lazarus out of his tomb even after his body had begun decaying. We don't ever have to be afraid because Jesus is with us on the job, at school, in our home, at play-wherever we are and whatever we're doing.

     Who is the real Jesus?  What is He really like?  What was His purpose in coming?  We don't have to wait for the latest bestseller or the most recent studies for the answers.  We already have the genuine words of Jesus Himself and the testimony of eyewitnesses.  This coming week meet Jesus in His holy Word.  See His glory as God's Son, listen to Him from the heart, and find new comfort in Him.  It is good, Lord, to be here with you!  Amen.

Pastor Michael M. Eichstadt

CLC Ministry by Mail – February 22, 2004

